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DECISIVE RULING ON CANADIAN-AMERICAN
LIVE HOG DISPUTE

The extraordinary challenge committee struck under the
Canada-United States Free Trade Agreement (FTA) has refuted
U.S. allegations and upheld a binational panel’s rulings on the
countervailing duties the U.S. imposed on Canadian live hog
exports in 1988-1989.

International Affairs Minister John Ciaccia and Agriculture,
Fisheries and Food Minister Yvon Picotte said that it was a
decisive victory for Québec’s pork industry. The Québec
government and the industry have devoted a great deal of effort to0
the challenge, mainly to defend the tripartite Canadian farm
income stabilization insurance program which the binational panel
found was not an unfair subsidy.

The ministers also expressed their satisfaction with the
effectiveness of the FTA dispute settlement procedure, which
Québec considers one of the Agreement’s essential components,

The American government will have to refund Canadian
producers between $8 and $10 million for duties already levied.
The decision has a mitigated effect in Québec. Because of its
slaughterhouse network, Québec exports relatively few live hogs.
In 1991, it exported 85,000 to the United States out of a total
production of 4.6 million.

INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS MINISTER
ON OFFICIAL VISIT TO WASHINGTON

Minister of International Affairs John Ciaccia was in
Washington from April 26 to 29 to meet with U.8. Commerce
and State Department officials and to make Québec’s views on
certain issues known. He also met with representatives of the
Senate and the House, a U.S. Trade Representative office official
and Ms. Eileen Claussen, President Clinton’s special assistant for
environmental issues.

Mr. Ciaccia’s meetings had three main themes: Québec’s
support for the North American Free Trade Agreement, U.S.
market access for Québec products and Québec’s role on the
international scene.
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Bell Helicopter Awarded
American Army Contract

Bell Helicopter Textron
Canada has been awarded its
first contract with the U, 8.
Army. The Mirabel-based
firm will build 102
commercial helicopters for
use in training. "These
orders, combined with the
Canadian Forces program,
give us a solid three-year
horizon,” a company
spokesman said, alluding to
a $700 million contract with
the Canadian Forces.

Bell has, just begun
building 206-B Jet Rangers,
recalling staff for a five-day
week after a year of four-
day weeks. The Mirabel
plant, which employs 1,150,
opened in 1985, It can
produce about 150
commercial helicopters a
year,

BUSINESS
BRIEFS

Canam Manac Signs a
Confract in the U.S.

Canam Steel of Point of
Rocks, Maryland, a unit of
the Canam Manac Group of
Québec, is to fabricate metal
structural components for
the new BMW car plant in
Greer, South Carolina, in
conjunction with Kline Iron
& Co. of Columbia, SC.
The contract is valued at
about $2.5 million.

3

Teleglobe Wins Contract
from International
Telecom Group

Teleglobe Canada Inc.
of Montréal signed a long-
term master agreement to
provide transit facilities for
the growing telecom-
munications traffic between
two of the world’s major
business centers, Europe and
Asia, The deal is expected
to be worth several million
dollars in revenues for
Teleglobe over the next 25
years,

Teleglobe was selected
along with other North
American international
carriers to handle transit
traffic for the Multilateral
Initiative, a recently formed
users’ group that brings
together major telecommu-
nications companies in Asia,
Europe and Latin America.

Under the agreement,
which takes effect
immediately, Teleglobe will
provide digital inter-
connection between two
fiber optic cables, TPC+4 on
Canada’s west coast and
TAT-9 on the east coast. In

‘all, Teleglobe Canada’s

network provides access to
13 cable systems in the
Atlantic, Pacific and
Caribbean regions, and will
eventually include one of the
world’s most advanced fiber
optic links, CANTAT-3,

Teleglobe is the
exclusive Canadian provider
of international telecommu-
nications services with all
countries other than the
United States.



Montréal Puppet Theater in Sunshine State

Montréal’s Théitre Sans Fil will be
presenting the J.R.R. Tolkien classic The
Hobbit at three Florida locations this
month: at the Florida Theater in
Jacksonville on May 7, at the Coral
Springs City Center Theater on May 8,
and at the Kravis Center for the
Performing Arts in West Palm Beach on
May 9 and 10.

The Hobbit chronicles the adventures
of Bilbo Baggins, a hobbit whose quiet and
comfortable life is disrupted when he gets

drafted into a perilous treasure hunt. The
Théitre Sans Fil's version of the "The
Hobbit", first produced in 1979, is a
fantasy for family audiences, 10 years and
up.

Théitre Sans Fil -- their name means
“theater without strings” -- is a puppet
company which specializes in giant
puppets manipulated by visible actors.
Established in 1971, the troupe has toured
the U.S. and Canada extensively and has
done stints in Europe and Asia.

Léolo Opens Commercially in U.S., Featured at Festival in Atlanta

Jean-Claude Lauzon’s second feature
film, Léolo, opened commercially in the
U.S. on April 2 and was greeted, for the
most part, with outstanding reviews.

In a round-up review of several films
about childhood, Time magazine said,
"Hollywood can still spin a cute kids’
fable, but a film from Québec gets the
magic and fear right...For a movie that
worms inside a child’s hopes and fears,
that understands how kids can be both
shaped by their family and in righteous
rebellion against it, you should see -
immediately -- Léolo." The critic called
the film "beautiful” and a "boldly
voluptuous” tale.

The New York Times had reviewed the
film when it was shown at last year’s New
York Film Festival and ran the review
again in its April 2 edition. The film was
called "bracingly original” with a "fluid,
vnusual style.* Mr. Lauzon was profiled
in a separate article in the paper’s Arts &
Leisure section on March 28,

A short review in Vogue's March issue
noted the film’s “"compelling authority”
and found its “sensibility —markedly
literary."

Léolo will be featured at the Atlanta
Film and Video Festival on May 17 at
8:00 p.m. at Phipps Plaza.




Cirque du Soleil Acclaimed in New York

Critics from The New York Times and Newsday hailed
Québec’s Cirque du Soleil after its official opening in Battery
Park City on April 4. In a long article in the April 5 edition,
New York Times’' critic Mel Gussow called the show
"breathtaking" and praised the circus’ "high-powered style."
He also noted the "virtuosity of the individual performers,
who bring new dimension to circus arts.”

"Dizzying Feats of Fancy," by Newsday’s Aileen
Jacobson, was also laudatory. It called “Saltimbanco," the
Cirque’s 3rd show in New York City, "dazzlingly and
dizzingly surreal,” a 2% hour show of "wry humor, gasp-
producing feats and fascinating visual and musical design.”

Interestingly, both critics opened their reviews by
comparing the circus to a Fellini film.

The April issue of Vanity Fair also ran a short article on
the circus and noted that several celebrities had visited
backstage when the show was in California. The magazine
complimented the circus’ "nifty daredevilry” and quoted two
of the show’s stars, ringmaster René Bazinet and singer
Francine Poitras.

Plan ahead! The Cirque du Soleil will be bringing their
Saltimbanco show to Atlanta in November 1993.

Marie-Claire Blais at the Belgian Académie Royale
de Langue et de Littérature Francaise

Québec novelist Marie-Claire Blais, winner of the Prix
Médicis in 1966 for Une saison dans la vie d’Emmanuel, will
be inducted into the Académie Royale de Langue et de
Littérature francaise de Belgique on May 8. She will be
introduced by Academician Liliane Wouters.

Ms. Blais is to occupy the seat left vacant by the late
Duchesse Edmée de la Rochefoucauld. The seat has also been
held by Comtesse Anna de Noailles, Gabrielle d’Annunzio,
Colette and Jean Cocteau.

Marie-Claire Blais’s election to the Belgian Académie as
the first non-European to occupy the seat traditionally reserved
for a "foreign member" is one of the highest honours an
international institution has bestowed on a Québec writer.

The induction ceremony will be held at the close of the
first European symposium on Québec studies organized at
Université de Lidge, in collaboration with the Centre d’Etudes
québécoises at Université de Montréal,
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